
OLVER CONGRATULATES LOCAL SCHOOLS RAISING MONEY FOR DARFUR; URGES PRESIDENT TO IMMEDIATELY IMPOSE SANCTIONS

  
        WASHINGTON, D.C. ­ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) congratulated two local high schools that placed in the top of 2,000 schools nationwide competing in a contest to raise money for Darfur.

   Northfield Mount Hermon School placed first by raising $15,412, and Lenox High School placed forth by raising $8,173.  The competition raised more than $300,000 nationally ­ funds that will be presented to humanitarian aid organizations operating in the Sudan region.

   "I am very proud to hear that two local schools placed in the top ten out of 2,000 schools nationwide raising funds for Darfur," Congressman John Olver said. "These exceptional young people are doing their part to end the genocide in Darfur, and I pledge to do my part as well."

   David Rubenstein, Executive Director of the Save Darfur Coalition, said, "Students from all across America expressed their passion, creativity and humanity to increase awareness and raise money for critical advocacy and humanitarian programs.  While those committing the genocide represent the very worst of our society, these students selflessly represent the very best of our country, our society, and the save Darfur movement."

   Northfield Mount Hermon School organizers utilized the school wide email system to educate students about the crisis in Darfur and raised money through concerts, movies, and other performing arts events on campus.  Lenox High School's campaign included a school-wide assembly featuring an advisor to the former Sudanese vice-president and a volunteer from Doctors Without Borders in Darfur and a community walk for Darfur.

   Meanwhile, the genocide in Darfur continues.  Today, in Washington DC, Congressman John Olver released the following statement:

    "On Friday it will be a month since President Bush unveiled his plan to impose targeted sanctions to pressure the Sudanese government to accept a substantial UN peacekeeping force.  I urge the President to immediately impose these sanctions and use all diplomatic avenues available to pressure the EU and UN to follow suit.

     "Despite ongoing negotiations to deploy a 20,000-strong African Union/United Nations peacekeeping force, there has been no progress in halting the humanitarian crisis that has killed at least 200,000 Darfurians, driven millions from their homes, and forced hundreds of thousands into refugee camps along the Chadian border.

   "Progress must be made, and it must be made soon.  The situation in Darfur is desperate.  We cannot afford to delay."

   The sanctions would target the government of Sudan, companies owned by the government of Sudan and specific individuals responsible for the violence.

   What began in 2003 as a conflict between the Sudanese government and two major rebel groups, the Sudanese Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), devolved into a crisis of genocidal proportions as the Sudanese government armed local militias, known as the Janjaweed, in a deliberate campaign of violence against the non-Arab Muslim civilian population of Darfur.  In 2004, the Congress and the President declared the crisis in Darfur a genocide.
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